1’

z.

W

EOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY AT ABERI EB

abandonment, on 16th March off Cape Finisterre, o

| J. & A. Davideon.
| asscsnors being CUaptains Pacfit and Anderson, ane

| Boardl of Trade; Mr Beunnt for Mesars J. & A
| Davidesn and the chief mate,
nonted,

lengbh was 24485 fat; breaith, 332 feet; dapth,
1835 feet.  She was rigged ae n brizanting, and had

Her tonnage, after deductirz for

Lad four water-tight bulkbeads and waber ballust.

engine-ream pumps she had a number of hand pamps.

it incroased to a gale.  From the 14th to the 15th

of water, The watsr roks 50 a1 to put out the fires,

was unsncosssful,  The Anglia stood by, and in the
afternoon took off the crew- Liglita wers lsft on the
vessol toindicate her position, but she was lost sight
of ahout 830 p-m,, and appesred te bave foundered
about that time,

Evidence was then lod.

ALEXANDER DAVIDSDN,

Aloxander Davidson, of Blesss J. & A, David-
son, #aki the Bom-Adcord was last on Ler first
voyage, Her contraet price was £19,700, and he
found eyerything satisfactory in conncction with her
building. Before she left Absr lean additional ex-
penditare for Attings, extra acoonnts to shiphuailders,
mparintondenc, ntores, &o., bronght her cost up to
I £20,500, She lay in'the desk st Abstdgsn for
three montha befora she loft. She was afloat,
and conhl have recsived no injory, When ahe
1ot Aberdeen ghe weut to Blyth and teok ina crRIgm
of conle.  8he lay there for feur or five days. If the
firm bad had to peplaca the vassel at the tims she
loft Biyth they coull not havs repinced her for lose
than £23,000 or £24,000, 24 everything hind zone up
| i pries.  Blie was inaured on the hall for £20,500.

Har froeboard was 1 foot 6 ineches /in winter,
and 1 fobt 4 inches in snmmer. Shs carried
nhout 1860 tema of coals, including the bunkers. The
| firm oridered and paid for a first-clams vessel, and ex-
| ircted saeh a veasel in every respect,
i By Mr Roxton—The masier of tie shin hal been
| in the emiployment of the firm for about 20 yaars.
ARTHUR FARQUHAR/

Arthur Fargubiar, manager of Messrs A, Iall and
Co., saul the Bon-Accord was construsted to Lioyd
for 100 A1 class, and entered in their register. He
gava detally as to the construction of the vessal.
Phe plates had all Lloyd’s mark,  The grade on
wiiieh shd was built would have aliowad her to be of
Increased 8izs for the same strength, The buliheads
wera so fitted up as toconplete 3
parts of the sbip, and &f
webt nz from ¥

Assaming
8% made in the forebold, aud found
p ¥ from  that  to the engine-reom
whsn the doors in the baik'iead ware closed and the
sinigss faatened, he canld sew no other way by which
waber woulil find its way to the enging-room. 1If the
water rose in the engine-reom notwithstanding this
there nyust bavs been someatling damnged about the
f bdge of the ship. He remembered the Bon-Aecord |
f lying in the dock at Aberdeen. Sha received no
damage, never grounding. 5he had no hold
beams, bnt what was as good—web  frames
Tia rivets wers all teated. He could not zeoount
for the vessel springing a leak. 1f the ship hLad
struck on anything it wonld have besn as noticeabls
as if the ship had been of iren. e did not think
abe sould lave made waber through any of the
sea conusctions. He did not thivk she was so divided
hy waler bulklieads as to remain afloat supposing one
of the compartments had filled.- He thouzhta loak in
one comparbmsnt woald huve been sufficisnt to sink
the ahip.
Captain Parfitt asked what class the Bon-Acsord
was in at Liyod’s new,
Witnesa replisd by remarking that he did not know
if kb9 could be classed now—{laughter). She had
been classed 100 Al—(renewed Jaaghter).
By COaptain Anderson—The collision bulkhead had
ean teated and found tight. Thoy could werk the
ampa at any time.
: G- L. HINDMARS
«. Findmersh, Liogd s Surveyorin Aberdsan,
t,\r@ Pop-Accord vas built in neeordanas with
Fin vessel baing huilt of ssesl, sash
y . e hivmell found tae plates very

he himself bad allowed a littls mars. - 1F there hail {
boen 3 Isak in the engine-room place or the ateio-
hole, it would have been plaia to the enginesr where
Pit was coming from, Tlhe fore irold was claared out
by a kand pomp, but they canld also keep down the
water from the engine-room. They could pump about
200 tous au hour from the engins-raom, and if that
was not guflicient the leak muat bs a very serions one
indeed. The mzin held was not s waker tank buik-
hiead, The water would find its way from Ne. 1 hold
to Na. 2 hold, and if these two holig filled, the vessel
might remnin afleat in fine weather, but in bad
weather hoe was afraid she would go down with that
amount of waber in her and with a cargo of coals,

By Mr Bennet—The 8izs of the Bon-Accord eonld
have been considerably inereassd without inereasing
tha scantling, amnd the fact tlai she bad npot besn
made larger mads ber cousiderably tronger,

By the assessors—Though the pumps could die-
oharge 200 tons the sluices eould not take off that
amount of water. The erection of the web frames
was aceording ta the Lloyd’s rulss, and he had no dis-
eretion in the matier,

Captain Anderson—Wara the' pumping arrange-
ments an board of the Bon-Accord in every way
desirgble—that i3 to say. tho best arrangement, that
possibly could bedevised ?—Yas, I think so.

The best  arrangemont  that gould  he
devised? (After a pause)—Well, I could have
arranged bolter ss regards the suctions in the engine-
rooin, They wers pumped from a eock with an open
bottem, I would have preferred valve ghests.

By Mr Psterkin—Hoe nsver knew of a vessel with a
web frame having been lost under eircumstanses
similax to the Bon-Agoord?

CAPTAIN DAVIDSON.

weusal when building, snd found everything satis-

position to recsive damage. She sailed from Aber-
desn on 5th March for Biyth, and got to Blyth all

leaking as soon ax they comineuced to pump the water

L7 - P
THE LOSS OF THE &.8. BUN-ACCOH&T"M"M to gain on them,

the s.n. Bor-Aceord, of Absrdeen, belonging to Mossrs I steamer, carie up and helped them.

| Davidson, who were mada partios at thair own re- | taken on hoard the Anglin,
j Quest ; and Dir Cliaries Ruxton for Captain Oharles | “"",'" half-past six in the evening, leaving lights

The other partes | on her, They stood by her all night.
| called, the first and secont enginesrs, My Georgo | the lights nbous sight, and as they Jil nat sea'ths
| Chalmers and Mr Hugh Jolinston, were uot repre- | vessel in the morning they coneinded she had

e e

Tiye firss wont ont abont
hall-past sight er nine o’clock on Sunday 1morsing.
About halt-past five they observed the light of s
Franeh steniaer, afterwarda asgertainad to be the

In thé Aberdaen Sheriff Osurt yesterday an inguiry | M8710 of Tordeaux. They -asked assistanes, but
by the Beard of Trade was oponsd regarding the |

ths steamer wteamed round them and left. A
Sunderland vessel, the Lucent, ndopted somewhat
£ | similar tactiss, Then the Auglis, » largs Glasgow
They kept the

Sheriff Brown presided, the | PREps geing during the day, and jettisoned about

1|50 tons of oargo. Attempts were mnde to tow

| Mr Lang, engincer; Mr Peterkin appeared. for the j the Bon-Acaord, but the ropes broks, and ultimately

. | the vagael had to be abandened, and the crew were
Phey ielt the vesac]

|

They rissed

foundered ahont that hour. He nad looksd over the

My Paterkin said the Bon-Aocerd was Lniit of stesl :cit!w and waw nothing wreng with the plates.
at Aberdsen by Mesars Hall & Co., in 1839,  Her The lsak must have been lowsr dowi,

He had no
idea as to what was the cause of tus leakage, The
sliip bad shown no.sign of leakage, and she was ox-

triple-rxpansion  engines of 160  horse-power | oeedingly eniy at gea,
propelling |
anl  screw  apauce,  was 80945 Sie be- | this cargo.
longed to Messrs J. & A, Davideon, and 5
carcied four boats, two of which were lifsboats, She | four in theafternoon, Did you attempt to get any of

By Mr Bennst—Witness explained the position of
By Mr Roxton—The first boat left ahous half-past

the men in the first boat to return to tie ship 7+~ Yes,

She was built ander special sarvey. In addition to | What did they say !~They would not cems on Board ;

they sail they were in the boat and wonld ramain

She left Blyth om 10th March last with a erew of 23 | there. From ten o’clock on Satorday night antil hae
hands and 1660 tens of coals for Malts, Ou lc_ft the alg';;, all the orders he gnve ware with the
the 13th the wind ross, and on the 14u|view of doing everything possible to save the ship.

Looking back he considersi be bad done sverybhing

the vossel lahoured lieavily and shipped a good deal | that was possible to save the ship, and did not leave

her a moment too soon,

At 930 on the morning of 16th Mareh the Auglia| By Osptain Anderson—At 930 on Satnrday night
bote down-and attempted to take her in tow, but | the wind shifte | and came down like a thandevelap

from the nortli-west. It was more than 6 gals; it
was a hurricane, It coutinued until betwaen 3 angd
4 in the morning, when it begnan to molerate. Coming
acrasy the bny the wind was light and variable, and a
heavy sva rolling from the west, When Le got the
repert frem the angineer, he did nothing st that time
8 he put it down to bad weather bive fact of Ehera
being wator in the angine-room, He put i§ dewn to
that, and made no further inguiries at that time.
He apprehiendel no dangs¢  natil he touad
the fires were out, and he gave order to the tank
covér to be remsved, but he consultud witix the chisf
engineer in srery way during that time.

By Mr Petorkin—Tlhe ship was down by the head
whan they infier, She was going by the hsad
whsn daslicht came in on Sanday morning, Il
also knew sho was going by the Lead from hox
steering.

THE CHIEF MATE.

James Williamson, chief mate of the Bon-Ageord;
mid he Leld a master’s cortifieate, and joined the
vosrel at Aberdeen, Hs found everything in order
ay far a« e could see.  He had never heard of the
vossul tenohing the gronnd or eoming in violent gon-
tact with anyibing, oxcepting the slight grounding
aft at Biytn, Feergthing was in good order when
they left Biyth, Oa the enginesr directing attemtion
to whisr coming in, witness way sent buwlow
and be found wsomo water in the bilges, hut
nothing extrs. Tle went round the deok, and saw
that the covers wore all right. At half-past eisven
he went to.iha forspeak, and saw nething thers
sither. Hs was again sent to the engineer about
twealve, to ros if bs wanted any assisfancs. 1a
believed before thai the cook and the stewsrd had
heen seut to'senist, and afterwards ali hande vora
called wp 6o give ossistance, At twelvs the anp-
or founl 17 inohes of water on the port side.
senw o sfiort made to find ont the lesk ax
he was atthe pampe at eight o’clock, and shorily
after thopumps had besn sounded aad nowater found.
They were cut of might of land, stecring aoutli-wast,
:at the rate of thres to fenr knots an hour. Tha
coyrss wasx changed sonth-east with- the wind at
twalve o’alock on Saturday night.  After twelve he
went down below, and the water in Lhe engine-room
was washing right across.  Tha chisl engineer toid
him the water was coming from ths stechonrd
burker. Ha returned to the deck pumps, two of
which were going in No. 2 boll, At hali-past ons
he heard the fire was out. The sugine-room
pamps were going when he was down. Oa
Sonday ferepoon  the  water wus about
six feot desp in thie ongine-room. Hespoke to the
‘boats coming up to and then lsaving the Bon-Aceord,
and the ultimate arrival of the Anglis. Tiey lighted
the ghip, but it had no effect an her.  About halis
past four tity captain thought it advisahls to leave
the ship. The second mate left ahout that time,
ha hivasel? 10t at Lalf-past five, and the cspiain
ahout half-pest six.  They remainsd besile the ship
oll night.  In the morning there was no appearance
of the Bon-iicoord- Thay lost 2!l their boats,” which
wara cast adrift, und tile Anglia also lost one of her
bonte
By the Shariffi—~ Ha first apprehended dangsr when
tlie starboard firs went out.  The lights on ths ship
(igsppeared andilunly abont 8 o’cloack,  They iiad no
sails up after the leak was dimccverad,
By Captain Andetson—Tliere was abont 4 fest of
water in theship on Fridey morning; it had been
gradunlly inereasing, espseistly in No. 2 huid.
CUaptaia i?;daruun-ﬂaw do you soconnt for tho
meewsl, when jroing  befers tha wind, v 'y naking

2w to fourpknots an howrat miduight 2o~T aupposs

shara wan pikeyieam, 8 1

o ¥, Ui renes T Wou Meberwiss serairustad my 18 vns_ﬂ,gnira dist aohy  THa piadud vemari)
g % i % i Pty e e S M
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feasboard was assigned by bis coamittes, though | but he reported the actmal siate of affaits in ths

vugine-room.
Yon pepoited that the water had gained from 17
inches to 4 feat in Ne, 2 hold *—Yes.
As a practieal man, I ask if you econld hare set
2 square canvas on board the ship after midnight ?
~—Yos, I supposs we could,
What would bave been the effect on the ship *—
Nons at all,
As a practical man, de you suggest that a square
canvas in a night such as yon describe would bave
no affest on the ship 7—Nune at all T think.
That is your answer ?—Yes that is my snswer,
Taking into calonlation that the wind was biowing
at the time as you stated ’—When we funnd thesnip
was leaking wo were busy atthe pumps and had littie
time to think of the canvas,
Bat think of the canvas with the wind blowing ns
you represent, What effect wounld it have on ths =hip?
—Very little difference,
Captain Anderson—Very well, if that is your
ANSWer.

THE CHIEF ENGINEER.
George Chialmers, the ehief snginesr of the Bon-
Accord, said he hnd seen the engiwes, boilers, and
pumping gear put into the vessel, and to his satis.
faction, There were two main bilge pumps cons
nected with the main engine ; ens bilge irjection,
al#o connected with the main engine; two auxiliary
pumps, oas & Workington, connested to the engine-
room and steke-hole bilges and the after well, and
also having & connection to drain a'l the tanis in
theship ; & centrifugal pamp entirely for the tanks,
He did pot know abont the hand-pumps,
All  ths  pumps were in  good working
order when they Jloit Blyth. There was
not mueh mope than the usual quantity of

“Captain Davidson, master of the Bou-Accord, | water about eight o’clock on the avening of the 15th,
#aid he supervised the deck arramgements of the At ton it app=ared on the top of the tank. They

then got the bilge injection started, having pamped

factory. After launching, the vessel was not in a before this with the two main bilze pumps. With
these they were able to throw ahout 40 tons of water

% o per heur,
right, The joints of tha pumps were fonnd to be | give her two extra revolations,

At ten the mate came, and told Lim to
Witness told fhe

S iy

mate fo report to the eaplain that she was making
ballast. They were made right to his satisfaction. | an  unwaual quantity of wabter, and st the
They had plenty of water in Blyth, The vessel same tims told him to examins the ventilators.
fouched the ground with her keel 4 faw hours bafore Ho went on to desoribe the progress of the leads,
they sailed. Thsy had been hauling astera for atating that the water came from under ths ride
the purposa of letting another steamer into pocket bunker on the starboard side, but that it was v
the berth, oand thet was the only time imposaible to find ont the exact scens of the defues, %
she touched the greund. There was a flow- | gnd nles stating that everything possible had been
ing tide. The bottom was of soft sand. ‘The done to kecp the vessel aflont. Adked if the pumpa
veusel just stopped, and that was all.  When they worked well, he said they had to cut the pipe of tha
| sailed they drew 16°2 feet forward and 123 feet aft | main bilgs punp becanse it was threatening o choke,
being about two inches ander the lond-line, The | The centrifugal pump did not pump steady. Having | /
weather was fine, and sverything working satisfae- | no valve it enly eanght the water as the water rolled * ,
torily. 1Yo examination was made of the bottom | powards the pump.  The whale of the pumps other
after grounding, as that was nat Decassary, | wige worked wall.

All the pumps wera tried at Blyth excapt the deck
pumps. . They had fine weather until the svening of
the 14th, wien they were 120 miles from Gape
Fipigterrg.  Nothing bad occurrsd up to that time,
The weather sontinued bad, the wind increaging.
They shipped a great quantity of water on tha 15th,
and they made everything fitm and gecuze, nothing
being lait undone to prepare for the weather—the

HUGH JOHNSTON,

Hugh Johnaton, second enzineor, raid tha fiest
thing he natiesd wrong was that betweon six and swven
o'clock thers waa aliftls more water in the welly
in the bilges than naual. An examination waa mads,
but it discoversd wothing amiss.  Ho wos oalled
about twelve, by which time the water had gained
; ladl very muneh on them. As to the leak, there wan
giasa being the Jowest he bad seon for many o nothing o indicate where it was, or where'tive water
day, The wyorssl wid not coll mueh #ill an caming from, or what was the canns of it

Saturday evening, About 10 o'clock the enginveni | The Conrt ndjourmed till to-day at 11 o’clock,
sent up word to see if the ventilators wers all riglt, fuk i

ag there was water in the ship he could not aecount
for. Al the time they were goieg 3 to 4 knots an |
hour. The ship was kept before the wind to gef into
the track of shipping. He was on deck from twenty
minufes past seven on Saturday moerning, and never
loft 1l seven or eight en Sanday night,
The gale came frem  the  north-west,
About  balf-past tm on  Saturday night,
they were 28 to 30 miles off Oape Finlsterro. He
knew of nothing striking the vessel during the whole
voyage- The holds were all sounded twice. The
| wenther was so  bad  on Saturday night
that he onnsed the pipes to be sounded in the holds,
 both inside and on the top of the ballast tanks,
and they found no water in eny of the holds. About
ten o'cleck, after the engineer came on the hridge
and agid more water was coming in, the chief mats
| went and lpoked all over with a lamp, and found
| evergbhing right and intact. Ahont hialf-past eleven |
io‘clnck word was sent from below asking for seme J
| 1nore beip to keep the struma clear, He sent the |
coak and staward to do if, and soon after that all
hands wero kepton deck, As many as poasible wors §
sanb to the angine-room to bale the water ont with |
buckety, as there was danger of the fives going |
out.  ‘Witness had to keap an ays on deck, snd
did not see what took placs below at that time.
'Hu gave instrugtions teo have the manhele cover
| of the water tank broken, so thnt the centrifugal
pump might be breught into play, about haif-past
twelve, ‘I'lie otlier pumps were not sufficient te
kesp the wator under. = Me thonght everything would
| be all riglit then, The water fell on the epening of
the manhols, and they saw it was principaliy coming
from No. 2 hol.  He looked down and saw it coming
in.  Tmmadistsly after the engineor suggasted the
| nerewming down of the water-tight doors auil slnices,
anid that was dene, Mhere was o large volums of
| water coming in, from tn&eVGey bnke? Toera in the
wator-tight bulkhead™mto tha engiie-room. ~ Thay
" dowtd ot do RRYThing To soe Whers the water war
goming from before the closing of the doers. T
water came through the coals. He did net know that
[ any of the pumps got ont of orler, They continuad
to prmp as long as they eould, but the water gon-




