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{ do anything as loag as it was kept up,

i the sail pi

'MHE 1L.OSS OF THS S5,

| deen everything was in good order.

BON-AC
RESUMPTION OF —:I‘DE INQUIRY.

Tae inquiry by the Board of Trade regarding the
abandonment, on 166h March off Copo Fimisterre, of
the a8, Bon-Accord, of Aberdenn, bolonging to Messra

J. & A MDavideon, was resumed in the Absedesn !

Qourt Howse yesterday, Bleeiff Brown presided

and tho asseusors wore Captaius Parlit and Andervson,

snd Mr Lang, engimepr ; Mr Poterkin apprared for the

Board of Trade; Mr Bennet for Musses J. & A,

Daviduon ; and Mr Charles Raxton

Clinrles Daviddson and the ehief mate.
THE CARPENTER’S EVIDENOE.

Rehert Munro, earpeuber of the Bon- Acsord, said he
joined the vessnl at Aberdeen. Ho found pverything in
good order so far sa Lis Jdepartment was cencarnedl.
He had wothing to do with tlie engine pumps. Hs
had eharge of the deok pumps, and, baving examined
them after ing Blyth, bhe found them all
in goed order. He wnounded thy pumps night
and merning. He rememborad seunding them
on Friday and Satarday, 14th and 156h, but fennd
no water. At eight o’clock on Saturdey night he
sounded them, and did not seund them again that
night, He went te brd about a quarter to mia=.
There was then heavy woather- e was eallod
at  twelve and told there was water in the
stoka-hele. He went dewn and found the water
over the stoke-hole piate. Iie coulid not tell whers
it was coming from. He looked reund, bnt made
no minnts examination. Ho reportad the state of
mabters to the mate and captain.  Thero was about
2 feet of water in the stoke-hole. In the No. 2 hold
he found 18 inches, aund in No. 1 bold 5 inchas.
Thin was on the port sida; he eould wnst
sound the starboard gide for the pea, The
pomps were then shipped on both sides, and the
men were 8ot to them about one. e’clock. He found
four inches in the after-hold. At four o'clack he
found eeven inches in the after-hold, two freb six
inghes in No. 2 hold. and nine inehes in No. 1 hold.
Henext sounded at nine o’clock, and found throe feet
six'inches in No, 2, 17 inches in No. 1, aad 14 inches
in  the aftsr-hold — all on the port wmide,
He went into No. 2 kold, haviog got orders to open
No. 2 aad trim eargo.  Hoe #aw no sign of water in
it, At nine o'slock the engines wers stepped. Nebody
was below, There waa the least list to port on
leaving Blyth, but it was off in no time. On
the Saturdnay befors the fonndering there war a good
deal of Mt to starboard. Te first noticed it en
Feiday, He was told to trim ths eargo to remaly
the liat. At twelve he saw the firemon
baling tho water up from the stoke-hole, but no oue
was helping them. In the main ballast tank at four
*o'cleck thers was 2 feet 6 inches of water. The
pamps worked well, excopt the starboard ons in No.
2 hold, which worked badly from the first. It was
right when they left Blyth. THe told the master he
oould not get that pump to work, The captain never
spoke to him about the causs of the leok.  He loft
the vessel in the first bont for the Ancila,

By Captain Parfit—Besides the starbeard pump,
which did not work well, three others were at wark.
He ceuld not speak aa to the enzins pnmp. He did
wot loek dowa the fore peek. 1ls wounded the
ballast tavk at qlght o'slock, as well an the held.

By Captain Anderson—Hs had heen 20 yoars at
s2a, and was ratad as carpenter. Has had charge of
all the deck gear,  Hbs coulid not tell the size of the
shices, nor whether thers was protection to ¢
sinices, At twelve he wus ordered to go to the stoke-
holg, and after goving the waker he juat returmed to
his own work. o

THE FIREMEN.

James Anderson, firamoan, said he jeined the
vessel at Aberdecn. When the vessel Ieft Abver-
The first thing
he noticed worthy of remark was the water coming
up through the stokehole plates on the Satamrday
night. He did not ses whare the water was coming
from. All the baling was done nfter twelve on
Saturday night.  He was one of the last to leave the
versel. Ha loft with the cantain.

By Captain Anderson. Ticy wers earrying from
140 to 150 Ibs. of wtoam on Saturday night, At thrae
on Sunday morning they were carrping about 100
Ios, on the starboard beiler. When he finaily left
the e¢ngine-room, sbout seven or eight o’clock on
Banday morning, there wers four feet of water in the
sngine-room

William Walker, fireman, went on wateh at mid-
wight on Saturday, and found the ship had spravg a
lenk. The water oame from the thwartship bunker
on the starboard side. About eight o'cleck, when ths
fires went out and witness went on deck, there was
about & feet of watsr in the stokeliole,

By Coptain Aunderson—After he went on duty at
twelive o'clock 160 1ba. of ateam were carriad on each
boiler, :

THE CAPTAIN RE-EXAMINED,

The master, re-examinsd, gave evidencs as to the

position ef the vessel at midaight on Saturday.

| Then, as to the state of the plitaps, he said he saw
two of the deck pumps tried befora leaving Aber-
i deen

Ha saw noue of the other deck pumps
tested,
Mr Petorkin—In your statement to the collector

| you said ‘' The contrifazal pump was set apoing, It
. worked well at firaf, bub in abeut an hour it became
E olicked with coal,”

Can you explain that?
Capfain Drvidsen—On giving it mature considor-

k atisn, it could not possibly bave become choked with

cos

ALt peT are mobosssrd oF SN wholg T—INo, 16N
I said so it must bave boen a mistake, the collsetor
wast have misuwderetood me,

Mr Poterikin—No doubt after the evidence that
lins been led, the Court will wisa a statement from
you as tfo what  efforts yon made to
discover the -~ eanse  of this leak ‘Woald
you tell us what you did in this direction ?—I knew
that so fur a8 the engine room was concerned,
nothing of the lsak eonld ba reen thers.

How do you know that ?—Irom the conversation I
had with the ohief enginser- Then we could not
possibly by any means get at the leak if it was in No,
1 or No. 2 bold, because we coulidl nos take the cargs
out,

Was it nat possibla to take the conls out of the
bunkers ?~No, sir.  Whare could you put them?
Ten ar twelve tons would have fi lod the etokaliolo,

COould you have taken them on deck ?—No, sir.

Oould you not empty the ‘thwart-ship bunker?—
No, we bad no appliances.

Did you try to locate the leak ?—~As muol as layin
our powsr,

How ?—~Wa knew it was coming from N&. 1 or No.
2 hold,

Did you go to ses yourself ?—I had full confidencs
in my enginesrs. I considered it was my duty to re-
main on the upper deck. I saw through the grating
waber coming thromgh the bouker doors.

Would it have bsen possiblo for yon to take onta
portion of the ceal from the starhoard banker ?—We
had po meaus of getling at them. The tween dscks
were full of eonls,

Was i plain to yon that water was eominginto the
engine-rocm etherwise than from the holad ?—~ Yen

Did it not esenr to you to try and find where it
was coming from ?—It did oecur to me, and I haveno
doubt for what transpirad between the chisf enginesr
aad myoelf that everyshing was-dene by him. I had
every confilenee in hiw.
was to be found he would find it

Assaming that tbe leak was in the side-pocket,
was it possible to traee it thers —No, sir. F we
had opened that deor we wonld have boen in & werss
poaition than before,

Before leaving the vesssl, soundings wore talken
with this result:—In No. 2 hold, 8 to 9 feat; in
No, 1. about’ 9 feet; in the after-hold, about 15
inchea; in the engime-room, about 8 feet. FHao
oianged the ocourss of the vessel in order that he
might make either for the port of Vigo, ut 60
or 70 milax off ; the Bay of Munes, about 40 miles off -
or get assistance (com passing apeamers. They bad had
canvaa up, hub it was taken down, the capfain of
tue Anglia baviag informed them that he could not
3 The canvas
;ouid not heve increased the spesd more than a

nok

By Mr Ruxten — Befors he saw the water
remnipg in through the door the starboerd fires |

drowned ont, and at that time he became

o bo tho peril of their position, The reawon for

taking off the cover of the tank was to et them st
the firos agoing again,  Ho thongbs they had sprune |

¢k in No. 2 hold, and be thought the

proper and pradent course wav to shict the waber-

tight deor to keep out the water. He could nof

examine the second hold withoat leaving ths door
open threugh which the water was commg, and, if j

they proceeded to make any search of that kind, the

water would got into the sagins-roam,

By Captain Andarson—The Anglia landed them at
Gibraltar on the firat Thuesday after they had been
taken aboard. He was scquainted with the Porbu-
guess coast, having traded aleng it abont thirtean
years on steamers. Ie believed thers was a safs
bay behind COnps Finisterre with sandy beach, A&
midnight Cape Finisteore was about thirty miles
distant.

THE QUESTIONS,

Mr Paterkio, on bohaif of the Board of Trade, then
snbmitted the following qusations for consideration |
by the Court ;—

(1) Whether, when the Bon-Accord left Biyth, she wasg
in all respects in good senworthy coudition ?

(2) Whether the steel plates and other material used in |
the construction of the vessel were properly tested and
exandined ; whether she was so constructed as to be free
from structural weakuess 7

(3) Whether the soil pipes and sea communioations were
properly fisted, and whether they were so arranged as to
prevent the possibility of the vessel making water through
them withous it being discovered ¥

(?) V:’hﬁhe;)tlw bullcheady fj‘vcm properly constructed,
and whether the openings in th 3 50 ALTRANGY
they could be eﬂect?\fnllygcglu;ed ?em T e B

(6) Whether the ventilators and all other deck openings
were properly covered and ured 7 5

(6) What was the causc the vessel making water on

Ol
the 16th March, 1890, and thereafter? -
(7) Was a proper and suflivient examination then made of

pes, sea couneebions, and deck openings, and did
the water find its way into the vesyel '.hrm‘a\gh m!n;y'ol t()lm‘.:,f:?

(6) Were the openings in the bulkheads and the slnices
elosed, and if 0 how did it happen that the water was not
confined to one compartmant ¢

(9) Waa the ehip so sub-divided ss to enable her to
remain afloat with one compartment full of water, and if
she was 80 sub-divided, what oceasioned her loss ?

(10) Were the pumpa suffieient, rroperly placed and
fitted for all requirements, and in goed order?

(11) Was every possible effort made to ascertain: the
eaqse of the leak, and to stop it ?

(12) Was every posaible eflort made to save the vessel ?

(13) Whother the master, chief officer, first engineer, or
elther of them is in defayl s 2

In the opinion of the Board of Trade the oertificates of |
the master, the chief mate, and the chief engineer shou
be dealt with, il

Bix Peterkin stated that the 13th question wos ||
framed in order that the whols matter might be
before the Court for ite judgment,

for Captain 3

i i Adi the

Mr Laing, whe supsrintonded the bulding of
H ‘-wnl ?;li“.c:evwrvthinr wau inucenrdanes with L!oyd’l
rnquir)r-m-nu, and met with his pwn approval, Unless
the vessel had struck any wreckage she lenk wos m
! mystery to him. : ;
; g\lr “yf. Hall, one of the builders, gave an o’xplnqn-
tion ne to the web frames He thought it quite
ponsible that floating weeckage coming ageinat the
¥ Bon-Ascord wonld have caused such o leak as aps

ared to have exinted.
‘ wmm hearing pretios, Sheriff Brown stated that,
owing to the fact that the assexsors had other en<
pagements to fulfil, judgment would not be given
till Tueaday.
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I knew that if the leak L



