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ANSWIRS .

Question l.

(a) The vessel had one compass in good order and sufficien®
for her safe navigation. This was adjusted at Greenock

on Yth Decewber 1927, by Whyte,Thompson & Co.

The vessel was properly supplied with life saving appliances,

and carried distress silgnals.

puosfion 2

Yes.

yuestion 3.
The vessel was prepared Ifor sea by Lobnitz & Co.L%d.,
betweern lovewber 19th and December Zth 1927 as follows:—
The bucket iadder was holsted and supported at ifs fore
end on a steel poister. The ladder was also secured 0y
bracket plates *o tne sheer legs. The buckets abov
ladder were *then secured to it witn cnaln lasilngs and the
ouckets below it were iiited, and secured %o *he ladder
with chain slings and prevented frow swinglng 0y chain
guys across tne ship. Nine puckets at Iore end were then
removed to clear deci line and were put ashore tewporarily.
The vessel was put into dry dock and the vo®tom of the well
was covered witia steel plating stiffened witih floor plates
at intervals of avbout 9 feet, these floorplates having
oracket connectipns to the sides of the well. Wood ceiling
was fitted over *tune floors and means provided for puumping
water from the well by connection *to steaw puwp. The nine
ouckets together with six spare buckets were fhen stowed
on the ceiling in.the well filling tne vbottow of that space.
The top of the well was then planked over just avove deck
level, and a wood hateh provided ror access to the well

in order that additional coad wight pPe /ldaded. intc and

rewoved from it., All ventila®ing cowls were rewoved,

plugs fitted, and all ventillators, deek :omranians/




Ccowpanions and chain pipes were covered witn canvas well
secured. The hatches to port and starboard spaces and *to
the well were covered with tarpaulins seclred by battens and
cleats in fthe usual wamner, and, in addition, battens were
Iitted over *the hatch covers and secured by bolts., The wood
doors in the wain deck casings were reinforeed by additional

outside planking.

Question 4,
105 tons was carried in the side bunkers, 5¢ tons in bags
were placed in the well over and among the buckets already
stowed there, 1) tons in bags in port hold and 22 tons in
bags in hoist-engine space on starboard side; 10 tons in bags
were stowed on deck between the main ladder frawes, 6 ftons in
bags on the deck abaft the casings, and 8 %ons in bags on
the stokehold floors making 214 tons in all which were well
secured from shifting.
(b)esThe diswantled dredging gear was stowed as stated in Answer 3
and it was secured from shifting.

(C) Yes.

Question 5.

Hatchways and other openings were adequately protected, covered
and secured, as detailed in anse=r to Question 5, and weans
were provided for entering the machinery spaces tarough +he

top of the casings if necessary in bad weather.

Question 6.
The freepoard of the vessel was feet 2% inches and the trim
was 6% inches by the head. This freeboard and trim are

considered to have been suitavle for safe navigation,

Question Lo

The stability of thne ship im tune sailing condition! was ot

coumpletely investigated before

SRe-salled, qutl af /
/




an inelining experiwent was wade of which +the results were imparted

to the liaster of the vessel.

Question
The metacentric height in her sailing condition, assuming two
days comsumption of coal and stores, was 2 feet 5 inches. The
maximum righting arm was 0.76 feet corresponding *to a righting
moment of 825 feet tons at an angle oI 1O degrees from the
upright. The range ol gtability was 38%°. In the opilanion of
tne Court these values were insufficient ror *he safety of the
vessel on a voyage between the United singdow and a foreign

port in view of probable bad weabhner conditions.

Question 9.

(a) The sufficiency of the stapility was deterwined oy tne Builders
merely on a consideration of *he wetacentric height in the
laden condition, based upon *the resul®s ol an inclining
experiment.

(b) ..Detailed calculations as *to statical stability were not
wade peford the ship sailed., The Cour® 1is ol the opinion
that if they had been made by *ne Builders, soume modifications
in the preparation of *tne vessel Ior ner vcyage wight have
veern though*t advisable; and considers that such detailed
caleculations should have been wade belfore deciding on the extent

of the preparations.

guestion 10.
Generally speaking, *the preparations for sea were adeguate
subject to the answers %o (a) and (e) following:-

(he Court considers tnat it would have been desirable to
poard up Tne space befween tne oulwarks and the shade deck af*
for the voyage, especially in view of the evidence that
vessels of this type may nave %o lie-to stern oun *o the wind
and sea; and further tha® stael ors instead of jwood,doars

zhhould nave been fitted for ¢
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access to.the steering-gear platform, as this space was open to

the engine roou.

(e) If the calculations, referred to in answer %o Question 9,

had been wade, it wmight have been thought desirable to
provide for a Jowering oI *the centre of gravity by Phe
rewoval oI all *the buckets and this would have materially
increased the safety of the vessel in respect of *the lives

of those on board.

Question ll.

Provided tha*t full and proper consideration is given *to the
construction and design and also to the preparation, and
transport of vessels of this type, tne Court considers they

way make ocean voyages in the winter wontns.

Question 12.

What 1is *the caus f tune vessel not unaving veen heard of
since and shortly after sne left Greenock on the 9th
December 1927 1t
Answer:
In the absence of direc® evidence *the Court is unable
to state the cause of the loss of the vessel, but is of the
opinion that she foundered during thne severe weather which
prepailed for some time after she departed from the

Clyde.




