LLOYD'S LIST & SHIPPING:!GAZETTE, Tuesday, June 28, 1949

‘SAM” SHIP'S LISTING
g AND ABANDONMENT

&eicester" Inquiry Opened

EVIDENCE ON BALLAST DATA
| REVEALS “SAMKEY” ERROR

" The formal investigation into the
he: 'y listing and abandonment of the
rﬁ()b:t(;11 Liberty-type steamer Leicester
lex Samesk), owned by the Federal
§'lm\ln Navigation Company, Lid.,
Jj)ndon, was opened in London yester-
fay. The vessel was abandoned in the
Atlantic Ocean, on Sept. 16, 1948, with
e loss of six lives. Mr. K. S. Carp-
Bnel, K.C., sitting as Wreck Com-
missioner, is conducting the inquiry,
with Captain J. P. Thomson, Com-
mander W. A. Williamson and Mr.
B. F. Spanner as assessors. After
Jounsel for the Ministry. had given
{8tails of the casualties, during which
e stated that when the vessel was
nspected at Bermuda (where she was
wed) prior to her subsequent strand-
Mg, there did not appear to be any-
hing the matter with her hull, evi-
fence was given with regard to her
Ballast quantities.  References were
1%1]0 to the case of the missing
S@mlkey, and it was revealed that that
@ssci had been supplied with dry
@llast taken from land pits, and not
thames ballast, which, it was indi-
{@ted, made irrelevant certain assump-
#ons reached then.
#Mr. Waldo Porges appeared for the
nister of Transport; Mr. Roland Adams,

Mr. H. V. Brandon, for the
NV Federal Steam Navigation
@mpany, Ltd., London and the master;
¢ J. V. Naisby, K.C,, and Mr. Guy N.

ps for R. & H. Green & Silley Weir,
\tshiprepaimrs; Mr. P B Broadhead,
. g,g,.‘ils- Ingledew,. Browp, Bennison &
8159} for the Navigators’ and Engineer
15¢ Union and the Radio Officers’

(1on, on behalf of the second and third
'?Qm-s and the dependants of a deceased
i~y officer; and Mr. Neil Maclean- for
4 National Union of Seamen.

Av. Porers explained that the
@iester was .one of the ¢ Sam ”’
ps. In weather of hurricane force
B8 took a very substantial permanent
86 and was abandoned with the loss
& six members of her crew of 45.
ille vessel was afterwards found and
Wed into anchorage and then subse-
ntly she was driven ashore, salved
was now afloat, September 14
the day that trouble began, and
morning of the 16th was the day
B vessel was abandoned. Six men
their lives, a radio officer, car-
bter, third engineer, an able seaman,
eyman-greaser and steward-in-

r. Porges said the vessel was built
1944 by the Bethlehem TFairfield
pyard, Inc., at Baltimore. She had
lifehoats and one of these was a
igto lifehoat, Her life-saving
pllancey  were inspected by the
stry of Transport in March, 1948,
were certified as being in a satis-
ory condition. As far as could be
rtained there was no complaint as
‘}‘wr classification or life-saving
lignces;  The vassel sailed from
#Bury on Sept. 4, 1948, for New
BBk, She had in her certain quan-
#5 of fresh water aund oil, and some

L ballast, which consisted mostly of
@3 ballast, and was carried in the
I decks. The other ballast was
tons nlf pit ballast, She was fitted
i shift_mg boards, which were not
ken. Her sailing draught was 11 f b,
forward and 19 ft. 2 in. aft.
4 mean sailing draught of
;. On Sept. 14, the draught’
A6, forward and 18 f4, L1 in.

=3

i

Living a meun of 14 ft. 54 in,

ceridence was that the vessel sailed
i with solid ballast trimmed level from

HURRICANE WARNING
Mt_', Porges went on to describe the
etails of the voyage. He faid the

side to side with a slight downward
trend fore and aft at the ends. She
was, generally speaking, on a course of
263 deg. or 264 deg. and making about
11 knots. On Sept. 9 and 10 she
experienced some rather bad weather
but behaved very well. On Sept. 14,
at 11 a.m. ship’s time—and ship’s time
was nearly four hours earlier than
G.M.T.—she received -a hurricane
warning, The hurricane at that time
was about 400 miles south-west of her.
At noon the course of the vessel was
altered to south, because the master
did not think that she would be able to
get across the track of the hurricane.
He therefore decided to try to stay to
the east of it. The weather deteriorated
during the afternoon, and the wind
became force eight or nine in the
evening with a rough sea and sudden
swell. The vessel was still behaving
normally, although her speed was
reduced at 19 00 hours and again at
20 00 hours. Between those times she
did only four knots according to the|
log reading, and she had some difficulty |
in steering.

¢ About 20 minutes after midnight
on the morning of the 15th, the vessel
gave a very heavy roll,”” Mr. Porges
said. “° She then had the wind on her
starboard side and was said to have
trembled. As a result of this lurch
the « vessel did mnot recover, but
remained listing about 30 deg. to
port. -No one appears to have heard
anything to indicate a shift of ballast,
but the master assumed that something
of that kind might have happened. He
gave orders to pump oil from the No. 3
deep tank, port, to'No. 3, starboard,
and to fill No. 3 double-bottom tank on |
the starboard side. Those orders were |
carried below by word of mouth and |
were begun to be operated.

“ But shortly afterwards the vessel
took what is deseribed as another |
heavy lurch to port and she groaned
violently; and the master thinks that
her permanent list thereafter was
about 50 degrees. It was then
impossible to fill the tank on the star-
board side with sea water; and, of
course, the attempt to shift the oil had
only just begun, and the chief officer
will say that the operation would have
taken some one and a half hours or
80, Just about the time of the second
lurch the master gave orders to cut
the falls of the two port lifeboats, and
the chief officer was told to carry out
that order.

LIFEBOAT MISUNDERSTANDING

¢ Owing to some misunderstanding |
—T will put it that way for the|
moment—certain members of the crew
appeared to have got into No. 4 life-
boat, and when operations were being
carried out on that lifeboat, I think
the evidence will be that some got out;
but before the radio officer and third-
engineer had done so, the boat was
released in some way and they were
lost. Very shortly after that another
member of the crew was seen to hurtle
across the deck and failed to stop, and
bhe was also lost.”
Mr. Porges said that at about
4 a.m. the engines of the vessel were
stopped because it was impossible to

deck o0 as to be ready for launching

get water to the boilers. Subsequeuntly,
the weather began to improve. The
wind went down, although it appeared
that at all times there was considcrable
swell,  During the daw of the 15th,
the  after-starboard lifeboat was
i bronght some distance across the ofter:

on: the port side, and No. 1, on the
forward part of the starboard gide, was

lowered over the  starboard side.
Towards evening it was decided that
nothing could be dome to remedy the |
vessel’s Jisting and that it would there-
fore be necessary to take to the boats.

While the two starboard bhoats were
being launched, and as it hecame
dusk, two vessels, the Cecil N. Bean
(American) and the Tropero (Argen-
tine) came on the scene. Between
them they rescued the 39 survivors.
The Tropero took on board 19 and the
other vessel 20 men. As the rescue
operations were going on, three more
members of the crew lost their lives,
one of them while attempting to swim
towards the lifeboat of the (lecil N.
Bean, and another in attempting to
swim towards a lifeboat of the
Tropero. The other man was lost—wve
are unable to say exactly how—
on the night of Sept. 15-16. The
vessel was abandoned,. and everyone
was off her on the morning of the
16th. It is not suggested that there
is anything improper ahout the

abandonment, Mr. Porges added.
INSPECTION AT BERMUDA

On Sept. 16 two tugs, the Founda-
tion Josephine and Foundation Lillian, |
went out, but failed to find the
Leicester. She was later found and on
the 27th the two tugs took her in tow
for an anchorage just off Bermuda,
arriving on Oct. 3. Mr. Porges said
that on Oct, 3 Mr. W. J. E. Hawkins,
a naval architect, arrived in Bermuda,
having flown out, and with the owners’
representative made an inspection.
He made a general inspection of the
hull, and so far as could be seen there |
did not appear to be anything the
matter.  He found that there was a
considerable gquantity of water in the
machinery space,

On Oct, 7, unfortunately, a hurri-
cane hit Bermuda, and the Leicester
and the Foundation Josepline, which
was still standing by, were blown
ashore,  After that, as the FLeicester
sustained very considerahle damage,
it became very difficult to make any
further examination which would be
of use. The vessel was subsequently
refloated and taken to the United
States, where she was repaired.

Mr. Porges commented that there
was no record of any distress signal
having been picked up, but there was
evidence that some distress signals
were sent out at some time on the
morning of the 15th, There wag evi-
dence that at 19 00 hours on the 14th
a wireless message was sent out giving
the vessel’s position, saying that she
was steering with the greatest diffi-
culty, and asking vessels in the vicinity
to lkeep clear.

Mr. Porges added that at a rough
estimate 20 witnesses would be called
including eight members of the crew.
He did mnot anticipate that the
evidence of most of the witnesses would

be of such great length, as in the
Samlkey  inquiry. (Luoyp’s  List

July 23-27 and Sept. 7, 1948.)
Captain Danren, WyN~ Joxes, senior
nautical surveyor, Ministry of Trans-
port, in evidence, estimated that the
nearest the ship came to the path of
the hurricane was 100-120 miles on the
morning of the 15th. At the time she
took the vital lisk, the centre of the
| hurricane was considerably farther
laway. The Leicester had received four
lhnrrim.no warnings from Washington
m Rept. 14 and 15.
Mr. Lrewrrnyn WesT, Senior clerk
of William Cory & Son, Ltd., said the
vessel was ballasted with 1498 tons of
altast, 1238 tons of ‘which 'was Thaines
I‘ llast, supplied | divect hy his | firm
{ Normally, Thames ballast was 50 per

out. sand and 50 per cent. stone. (The
[ vemaining 250 tong was diy-pit - ballast,
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| Cross-examined, Mr, West surprised
the Court by stating that it was not
Thames ballast which was supplied by
| his firm to the Samlkey.

| One Counsgr observed that all
| through the Samkey inquiry the 1 llast
| was said to be Thames ballast, and
{ that no representative of Messrs. Cory
| was called to give evidence.

| The Cramrmax remarked, ¢ We had
a sample of the Thames ballast brought
here.”’

Mr. Porges to Mr. West: ‘‘ Can you
tell us what ballast was put into the
Samkey? ’—Yes. We had instruc-
tions from the New Zealand Shipping
Company that the Samkey was to be
supplied with 1500 tons of dry sand
ballast, and we loaded seven barges
with special dry ballast, all taken from
land pits. There was no Thames
ballast put in the Samkey at all. 1
saw some of these barges loaded myself
for the Samkey and it was pit ballast.
It was dry material.

The CmarrMAN said he could mnot
understand how evidence came to be
given in the Samkey inquiry that
Thames ballast was used in the Sam-
key. There was a great deal of dis-
cussion as to what happened to Thames
‘ballast, and that inquiry would have
been quite irrelevant to the dry sand
ballast which was ordered. A letter
had now heen produced relating to
what had actually been ordered.

Mr. West explained that in the case
of the Samkey special dry ballast was
asked for. It was supplied. In the
case of the Leicester, sand ballast was
requested, and Thames ballast was
supplied. His firm, he said, had
supplied a sample of ballast used in the
Samlkey to the owners, at their request,
in connection with the inquiry on the
Samlkey. He had taken it to them
himself. Not only was there difference
in content between Thames and pit
hallast, but there was also a difference
in colour,

The CmarMaAN asked Mr., West to
supply a sample of Thames ballast and
pit ballast to the Court, and indicated
that he wished to study a copy of the
transcript of the Samkey inquiry.

“1 have said that I was going to
draw on my experience of the Samley,”
he said, ¢ but apparently I was given
incorrect information.”

He said he now wished to carry out
an experiment to see what kind of
angle there had to be to start a ballast
movement.

The inquiry was adjourned until
to-day

¢ S,

Evil

MAST

At

envy
Libert
Samesi
Navig
¥hich
grday
igain
H;l‘:lng
he m:
e ve
Fhe in
B S
Wreck
ASSess(
damm:
My. |
drocee
lay’s

)\Eﬁ'(']y
ieeura
V!ﬁr-h
lid n
aore |
id of

) £




