e "ATPHA" No,01047 in R.B.

-

The machinery of the above ship was dismantled 12.55 ‘
and she was classed +100A1 barge to be towed. The New Orleans
Surveyor reported that new machinery from a corvette had been
Titted in Aprii 1057, consisting of 2 Scotch boilers with g total
heating surface of 7150 £%,2 supplying steam to a 4 cylinder
triple-expansion steam engine developing 2210 I.H.P, at 185 RPN,

The engine was intended for use with gearing to reduce the
propeller speed to 105 RPM but as the gearing would not be ready until
August, the engine was connected direetly to the propeller shaft and
a smaller propeller with a diameter of 12 16, and pitech of 7 £+,
6 ins. was fitted as a temporary measure.
. The ship is on a voyage from Alexandria to the U.S.A. with
_____________ @ 2 cargo of molasses, but has not got further thanCeuta where she

‘8 is now lyings Prior te commencing this voyage she was under
""""""" @ survey at Alexandris in September on account of machinery failure

@ caused by the boiler feed water being mixed with dirty and oily

. sea water,

"

. There appear to be mnsiderable financial difficulties
,,,,,,,,,,, '@ in the way of continuing the voyage according to the report of the
& Sabwace ‘8sociation's representatives who have investigated the
@ "N pesition atiCeuta. They further state that the ship's bottom is
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 8 Toul (she was last docked 4.57), the maximum speed on the voyage
-~ from Alexandria was 6,2 knots and in somewhat roughish weather
she made only 3.5 knots; the condition of the boilers and engine

are satisfactory but only capable of producing 110 RPM which,
""""""" they state, under favourable conditions gives a speed a little
............. § over 7 knots. In their opinion the ship is not fit to continue

| the voyage because (a) +the bunker capacity is insufficient for
her to make the Dast-Vest crossing of the Atlantic in winter
with an adequate margin of fuel, even allowing for replenishing

------------- the bunkers at the Azores en route, and (b) the ship is under-
: powered.

............ : lir, Hopwood feels that the Society may be criticised by f

foreign insurance interests because of the situation which has
developed,

assanroansss

ling dtei Clasgl fication does not, of course, deal with bunker
capacity or the power of the engine in relation to the size of a
tergl Ship, which must be matters for the Owners to decige having
il Tegard to the traje in which they intend to use the ship, but
with reference to the suggestion that the ship is under powered o
g the following comparison is of interest: i

"""""" Length Gross tonnage  I.H.P. SPeed in knots |
............ : ALPHA 550 ft, 7519 B o = —
"""""" LIBERTY SHIP About 420  About 7200 About 2500 About 10

............. ‘ s | !

.............

............. It would be expected that, with a suitable propeller,

- jthe " IPHA" would have no difficulty in attaining a speed of

g at least 10 knote 1 der'nOrmalkconditions%u"If the engine were

-—-fable to achieve the designed speed of 185 PM direet] nected
| b , . 7 , gy hof TPt £
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"REURTEL ALPHA MAXIMUM RPM DOCK - TRIAT
SEVENTY LIMITED BY POOR MOORING FACILITIES
NO INDICATION IHP STOP STATED MAXTMUM
SPEXD BEIGHT KNOTS PRESENT MACHINERY "

There is therefore no relisble information as to the
maximum speed of the ship or the maximum RPI of which the
engine is capable with the present propeller, but it appears
obvious that the engine is not able to turn the propeller
at anything like the designed 185 RPM and that the propeller
is not suvitable for the engine,

The Americen Committee's minute on the New Orleans
reports was to the effect that the class should be amended
to +100A1 "Carrying Petroleum in Bulk" with records
HeBe 44,57, N,5. 43, N.B.'40, refitted 4.57, but this has
not been confirmed because of the hull survey position — the
shell plating was not drilled dthough the year of grace expired
20570

It is not seen that there is any valid reason for
expunging the eclass, but it is submitted for consideration
whether the class should be Suspended pending completion
of the hull survey and the carrying out of a satisfactory
full power sea trial in view of the apparent unsuitability of
the temporary propeller.




