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The greatest difficulty facing Messrs. Otraco
was (and is) that they were only allowed the use of
| the only available slip-way when its proprietors were
not using it themselves and last minute refusals
8 further complicated matters. This was, of courwse,
5. B beyond the control of Otraco. To remedy this, they
| have ordered an 1800 ton floating dock which is under
| construction, now, at Ostend, but it is doubtful
whether it will be in service before the end of 1958,
Construction was long delayed whilst the question of
its 1ifting capacity was deliberated upon by the
l Ministry.

Difficulties over such dockings finally
drove Otraco to have a reflit carried out at Pointe
Noire (French Congl) but the Survey, as reported by the
French official appointed to supervise the work, was not
deemed valid by us.

. There the position rested.

One solution has occurred to me and that is,
that our Surveyor resident at lLagos could go to Boma
when required. By air the journey takes only 3 hours,
I understand, and an entire §.5. could probably be
completed in 2 days, €x repairs if any and these could
be seen subsequently. In the long run, it is believed
that this would be less expensive to the Owners and,
from our point of view, would ensure that a proper
Survey be carried out. Would there by any objection
to this arrangement ?

As one alternative to the employment of
engineers of the C.M.B,, the Owners representative in ,
Brussels suggested that Mons. Corillon (Ingénieur Clvil
des Constructions Navales, of Lidge University), who
1s resi‘ent in Leopoldville as Manager of " ghgnde ",
might be asked to act on our behalf. I am not in favour
of such an appointment, there being no opportunity o
instructing this Gentleman in our requirements o
' ards, or of discussing the cases, as could b
previous arrangen . I think you will
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Finally, whilst these two Tugs have been

b source of worry from an administrative point of

iew, they are our only present contact with the
Belgian Congo. In the light of forthcoming developments
in that area, such as the "Inga" scheme which is
bxciting world-wide interest gt the moment, it may

be well worth the Society’s while to retain even this
small footing. 411 the more reason therefore to

ake our representative at, say, Lagos better acquainted
/ith people and conditions in Leopoldville and district.

On mceipt of your views, I will pursue the
matter without delay.

| The Secretary,
LONDON. &
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