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Dear Sir,
"LONDON QUEEN".

Referring to the conversation we had some short time ago in

regard to this steamer, I beg to say that she is now at work, and
giving the owners entire satisfaction in every way.

You will remember there was some discussion in regard to the
= Engine Seats. I would like to put the facts on record.
| The steamer was built under the superintendence of your Survey-
- ors in Rotterdam, and under the superintendence of my own Surveyors.
- Furcther, as the vessel was sold to go into the passenger trade, it was
etermined to put her through the Board of Trade survey and take out a
gpgssenger certifiig42éuyaﬁL;?presentative of the Beard of Trade spent
:ithree days on the shipﬂgoing through her thoroughly, and she was not
‘brought by me'to Dundee until I was satisfied everything was in erder.

The hull was brought to Dundee for tne purpose of receiving

er passenger cabins, etc, and whilst there she was dry docked to enable
fessrs. Richardson Westgarth & Co, to bore out the stern post and fit
| the sea connections, etc. Richardson Westgarth's charge man called
Battention to some of the rivets in the seating which he corisidered
%}etective, and mentioned the matter to some of the staff of the Dundee
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E & Co, .Iirs B. 4. P. Thearle.

‘ London.

ﬁ;_pbuilding Co, which firm was doing the work, and they without con-
4 : ting me, called the attention ef your Surveyors at Dundee to the
'gvtter, and I was informed what was required by your Dundee represent-

$tive to be done.

Acting on my instructions the work was immediately put in hand,
1 than took the matter up with the builders Messrs. Van Vliet & Co.,
B Bardinxveldt, Holland. This firm acted just as I expected they
ixuld- They expressed surprise, and at the same time regretésd that

? ything at all was required, but instructed me to have the work done

'i 4 they would pay the cost of doing it.

Z: A few days later I personally visitea the ship, and I came

é¥ the conclusion that the reports made to me were much exaggerated.

l,‘ seat ,in a bex form,was very awkward in parts to get at, and there
fiie certainly a few rivets which were not perhaps as well hammered
i;ie as they should have been, and ene or two of the surfaces were not
% }*§ close; but I formed the opinion thau taking it on the whole the
ix{ting was a thoroughly efficient and satisfactory job, and if nothing
iitever had been done to it no trouble would have arisen in any pos-
%:19 way.
fﬁ I have pleasure in stating that the vessel was well and

. sdtntully built, that the Board of Trade Surveyor who visited Rotter-

“‘, spoke in high terms of the workmanship, and expressed the opinion

3 country. The vessel was completed vnder the superintendence of

(x>iv%‘Ll3

BAt it was better work than is turned out of several of ‘the shipyards in

s gentleman in England, and a passerger qgrpii}gate'has'been gféﬂté&q~‘
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London. '6?
to her.

I have had several steamers built by Messrs. Van Vliiet under

the very careful examination of your Surveyors, and it is a pleasure

for me to put on record the fact that I have not had trouble with any

one of tnem. I cannot cgll to mind a single instance of spoilt Iu!lt%%?uf
I have such cenfidence in Messrs. Van Vliet & Co., and your rep-

resentatives in Rotterdam that I have placed further work over there.

In details and finish the vessels may not come up to the high standard

of some of eur important yards, Egt I must say that their steel work

generally compares favourably with some of the steamers I have had £

recently from old established firms in this country.
faithfully,

« S. J. P. Thearle,
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