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¥ . 128, ¥r. Stocks telephoned to say that a request had been
f@caived from a Capt. Smith of the Unlted States Army for a
survey to be held on the above vessel, He in turn had received

instructions to arrange for this from Major Santaro (Tele .No.

“#Regent B484, Ext. 4410) and he desired instructions.

I informed him that the oll barges iy 126", "V, 187" and

Brv.128" were classed ships. Thelr names Werse recently changed

{ from "1.7.0. 1, 2 & 3% respectively, and a seneral Bxamination

was held at NWew York in August last, They wers ritted out for the
vovage eastwards under Government authority, and it‘was added
that the question of alteration of trading limits would be
considered as sbon as they arrived this slde.

Ytrangely enough & letter was recelved this morning from
Messrs. Rowbotham's regarding the "y.126". Apparently Nr. Brooke

Smith was one of a party attending the drydocking at Avonmouth

ori the 6th instant, and Messrs. Rowbothanm's were represented &as

| Menagers. Their report o the Ministry slleges that,in Their

opinion, she was not fit for sea and should be condemned.

in theiy turn the Us S. Luthoritles have asked for an
independent survey and Messrs. Rowbotham' state that & copy of
Nr. Prooke Smlth's report would,in their opinion, be sufficient.

I explaine&.the situation to lir. Stocks and ask@d him
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clagsed, ‘and he suggested that as the intended gervice would

almost certainly be Antwerp, the matter should be looked into with

a view to ascertalining whether, from a structural point of wiew,

she could be recommended for those limits and, 1f not; whether

her trading should be confined to the Bristol Channeld




