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Dear Sir:-~
I duly received your favour of the 11th inst. stating
thet 1t has been decided to withdraw your S5 "Chosen Naru" from
classificatior in this Society's Register Rook.
While I regret this decision, I note with pleazure
that it is teken in order to support ® Metionel Buresu and not
on account of any diseatisfaection with this Society's service.
| ' Por many years Lloyd's Register of Shipping has baeﬁ
the only society which hss attempted to provide any sort of ade-
quate classification service for the shipping industry of Japen,
They have sent over to this country highly treined shipbnilders
&nd engineers to act as surveyors end to assist in the construc-
tion of strong and seaworthy vessels for Jepanese shipowners.
They have placed st the disposal of Jepanese shipowners and under-
Mtars the services of similsrly highly trainad men &t prectical-
ly 211 ports of the world to which your ships may go. Men who
are not permitted to heve any interests outside of m:&iu&@on
@nd whose judgement and hornesty is recognized th.reughnut the mnd.
It has been said that ILloyd's Register ot;iéua}i&iéiné ﬁﬁi ISte
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'a monopoly in classification in this country, but if such was the
case, it was not because of force or compuvlsion, but because that
Society slone voluntarily undertook to supply this service,

The Society's Register Book is the only publication of

‘1t'a kind, which is placed &t the disposel of Jepenese subscribers;,
‘& register bgok conteining perticvlers of over 32,000 vessels,
‘which is kept constently up-to-date by information from all over

“the world. I do mot wish to oriticise others, but I have read
that the service of Tloyd's Register of Shipping is no longer ne-
cessary to the shipping community in Japén. The gentlemen respon-
gible for this statement has not even commenced %o publish & regis-~

i ‘ter for your use, and it is important thet you should know that it

has taken Lioyd's Register over 150 ye&ars to bring their book into

it's present state of perfection,

Japen is now & great maritime netion and it is right
‘ and necessary that you should heve an orgenization of your own re-
| presentative of the shipping community to deal with such 8n impor-
tant metter as classification, but it is open to question whether
guch an orgenization should essociste iteelf with two or three in-
dependent netional organizations, prac tically unknown outside their
particuler sphere of local gupport, or with one lerge orgenization
of world-wide repute @and establishment.

Since the ocean-going vessel (unless tied Vup) spends
most of it's time outside of "Home" waters, wany shi"gdwngts; ami

underwriters consider that the fommer course in wrong, nartieular-
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mtsmats of gne particular nation, In Jepén many important busi-
Bess men corsider that thelr particuler interests mey not be so
£ wvell protected abroad by these "foreign" metiomsl bodies as by oue
large universal soclely, of whieh they themselves might be wmembers
upon conditions compatible with their national requirements.
fo pronounced is this feeling tuat at 8 recent assembly
. 0f rerresentatives of the shipplng indnatry in Tokyo & resolutien

Was carried unenimously to create a representetive classificetion

body and sesk allisnce or association with Lloyd's Register of Shipe
Ping. TUnder this arrangement the represenlaiive members of the
8hipping community of Jepen will become mombers of Lloyd's Register
of Shipping and the whole of the work in his coumiry will be cone
ducted under their supervision. Phe debeils of this change are now

boeing dotemined and will, I hope, prove oi very great bemefii to

the shipping cormunity of Japen.
It is evident from jyour letler thati you &re keenly intem-

ésted in the question of classification, aul it would give me great |
~ Pleasure to discuss the subjeet further wilkh you at some time. In
~ $he meantime I beg to thenk you for your courtesy ia explaianing your
|| ressons for withdrewing tae 53 "Chosen Lexu" frow cless, aad remain -
| Yours faeithiully,
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