LEOYD'S REGISTER OF SHIPPING
WHYALLA, S. AUSTRALIA

The Secretary,
LONDON . 22nd November, 1965.

Dear Sir,
"W.D. ATLAS"

Reference is made to your letter, ref. C,DHGK/SO dated
4.6.65 and addressed to the Sydney Surveyors, also to your
Memorandum, (Ref.R.) dated 5.11.65, SEI/CB addressed to this
Office and to our reply dated 10.1l1.65 in which it was stated
that the Owners were investigating proposals.

The Owners' proposals have now been received through
Sydney Office and your advice is sought on the subject. The
history, se far as is known, 18 set out hereunder for your
information.

General Examination to ensure that the ship sustained no
damage or straining during the voyage to Australia was carried
out and all found in good condition except fer Ghe steering
gear and minor leakage in the deck plating.

Apparently trouble was experienced with the steering gear
throughout the voyage. It was stated that during the voyage from
the U.K. to Lisbon the ship steered badly and in an endeavour to
improve the handling qualities an additional area was welded to
the trailing edge of the plate rudder.

On the ship's arrival at Singapore the rudder stock was found
twisted and fractured. It was further stated that it had been
found necessary to screw down the relief valves of the two-ram
Donkin hydraulic steering gear and that trouble had been
experienced with burst and leaking hydraulic piping.

It was stated that the rudder stock was renewed at Singapore
at which time approx. 3" was cut qffathe.tnailing edge.of Lhe
rudder blade, being part of the portion added at_Lisben,
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It was stated that subsequently, during the voyag
Singapore to Whyalla, it was neces S\IV Be pubh ln at
to have a burst section of steering gear hydraulic

mination of the steering
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as fitted new at Singapore) is

aken from Ferguson :
';i”“l rudder arrangement in blue and
in pencils

the Rules it would appea

below tuﬂt required for the
original blade area in accor
jequate under the 1947 Rules

Judging from the fac a e Steering gear would net eperate
effectively befere alves were screwed down and from the
trouble experienced L,B hf@ﬂ“g i vi‘o*n:q it would appear that the
steering gear 1s inadgquate t« ate the rudder with itTs present

area.

From verbal reports received from ship's personnel it would
appear that even with the present rudder blade area, the steering
gualities of the vessel are poor.

ip duly last that the rhndder and g
’w twuw but this has net vet been
> yessel be allowed toe proce
V N.oW. 1n 1ts ex: (+1ﬂ»
‘to the present st
’erstgwm that the Owners are

1ire to sail threurgh approximately 1100 miles
7v"up} and, with the steerln egr dn 1S
in view of the trouble experienced during the
age from Singapore to Whyalla, the Owners® proposal that nothing
be done before the voyage to Sydney is considered unacceptable.

kv 15 thcught that as a very minimum the rudder and stock
should be moved for a thorough examination. (This was done in
Singapore wﬂ » the ship atloat and sheuld therefere phe ablie to be
done again here). It is thought that the rudder stock should be
then hea cated in view of the degree of twist/AInstructions to
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Yours faithiunlly,
The Surveyors,
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