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Nature of Swriey When

As approved by the Committeeln the similar case
of the "Fultala" Doxford's No. 664, for the same Owners (see
“endorsement dated 18/12/39), the class of this vessel was made
subject to ceiling being fitted under the hatchways when the
vessel arrives in India.

The Hartlepool Surveyors have now intimated that
s hateh covers were omitted at the 2nd deck, but that as this omisslion
complied with the instructlons in respect to the economy of timber
as per Admiralty letter of llth May last, they assumed the omission
of the covers did not require to be taken account of as affecting
. the vessel's class, and accordingly no reference was made to the
matter in the First Entry report on the case.

: The Surveyors have been informed that their assumption

¥ is incorrect and that in all future similar cases where the
requirements of the Rules in respect to the fitting of hatch covers,
celling under hatchways or cargo battens are not complied with before
new vessels are delivered to the Owners, the facts should be clearly
stated in the First Entry report so that the Committee may take
suitable aetion.

The Admiralty instructions referred to suggest that
hatch covers can afterwards be obtalned on any suitable occasion
of the vessel calling at ports abroad where timber 1s readily avallable

The procedure to be adopted in cases of this kind has
been re-considered. It is a matter for consideration whether
‘the case would not be met by the insertion of a note that ceiling
under hatchways, cargo battens or hatch covers at decks other than
woather dks should be fitted at the first awailable opportunity,
without any of these items being made a condition of the vessel's

class.
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Insery in S.R.L (in italics) Ceiling under hatchways and hatch
L covers at the 2nd deck to be fitted at the first
‘ available opportunity.
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