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LLOYDS REGISTER OF SHIPPING

UNITBD WITH THE BRITISH CORPORATION REGISTER
+ Bridge Street, Sydney, N 5.W.

ond October, 1956.
BY AIR MAIL.

RECEIVED
/ The Secretary, Q?MW

LONDON «
¢ nq,d TS
Dear Sir,
Steamer "BIRCHGROVE PARK"
l Your letter of the 24th ult. has been received

and I confirm cablegram sent on the 25th ult. in reply to\
yours as per copy attached.

¥Mr. J.5. Irvine, the Surveyor whose report No. ( <
29236 is in your hands, has stated that the thickness S
the rudder “‘upling flanges was found reduced to average<
thickness of one and a quarter inches, partly by general
! corrosion but mainly by repeated machining of the coupling
faces over the years of the Ship's life

A preliminary inquiry into the logg of this e
ship was held by the Maritime Services Board of New Sough
Nales and it has been learned from the unlictﬁdrs appeéinted
to act on the Society's behalf that there ﬁES beepn no
evidence or suggestion of rudder or steerlng gear; Afailure.

It is understood that the most 1mport§ut result
of the preliminary inquiry is doubt as to whgther the :
cloging appliances of hatchways and air plmés were properly 4
used by the crew during the ship's fatgl yoyage from
!} Newcastle N.S.#. to Sydney and wnet@ﬁr L&& cargo of coal
§ was properly stowed. ! v "

m,

It appears 1imely tuat a‘ézbmogu'sub-poena will
be served on lMr., Irvine %0 f{%endga Coust of Marire Inquiry £
to be held on the 5fnh November arid he'nas been instructed |
to confine any evigdence™t®- igcis wiagehy came: under the dyy N
uUCAng and annwgl loa@ llne surVu;s Lok | O be &eld, J

m"\

" Yours faithfLLly, (1?7;
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