To Ministry of War Transport Representative.

Subjects Steel etocked in German Shipbuilding Yards.

Stoclked steel plates and secctions can not be certified
as to guality and manufaeturing process other than by statement
{rom management of the shipbuvilding firme as to process of
manufacture.

All firms appear to have stocked "Thomas" steel and in
riew of the above the steel used in the building of new vessels
or veesels undergoing repairs is of uncertain gquality and this
should be borne in mind, if pervanent elassification is desired
in the future. 7

A case in point is the Motor Tanker "HYDRA™ now undergoing
repalrs at Kiel, whiloh requires approxs. 150 tons of now steell
it 1s stated by Messrs. Howaldtswerke, the repairing fimm, that
the steel in stock ie Siemens Martin's quality 42 kaz/eqom
(26.5 tons sq*), Yut with a view %o quelifying the material
so far as possitle arrangements have been nad® for mechaniecal
tests to be carried out on all new steel fitted; results up to
the present as shown under, indiocate a tendeney for material te
be high in tensile strength and ductility in the reglon of the
lower 1limit according to Lloyd's Rules for ordinary ship steel.

Lloyd's Rules for ordinery shin steel 26/32 $o0." 20% elong™.on 8"

SRERREES.

e B
£cst To. Structural Thickness ions sq.inss elong.on 8" gold bend
part
1 ilkhesd 10 n/m 34.5 19,5 ©  180%good
2 " 14 »/m 32.8 19 # " »
3 shell plate 27.4 m/m  26.5 20 ¢ 180° »
4 bulkhead 14.9 m/m 38 " 5
: fractured
congemned)
5 shell plate 20.4 m/m 35.4 19 & 180" good

Slvhur prints, bend and flattening testes of rivets taken
& random from bulk satisfactory.

Hamburg, 3/12/45
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