SOUTH CHINA MORNIN

' INQUIRY INTO . MISSING
SCHOONER

Court Finds Ian Crouch Lost

Du ring Tropical Storn

VESSEL SEAWORTHY

A Marine Court inquiring into the disappearance
of the 500-ton schooner, Ian Crouch, yesterday found
that the vessel was lost with all hands on hoard
during a tropical storm about 100-150 nautical miles
south-east of Hongkong hetween September 27 and 29

St year.

- The vessel, built here by the | Among the main findings
Cheoy Lee Shipyard for the Ian | were:
+ Crouch Lid. of Port Adelaide, That while there is no direct
| left for Australia on her maiden evidence as to the precise cause
K elivery voyage on Septem- | of the casualty, there 1s suffi-
 Except for a brief radio cient evidence to indicate, on the
he following day, there balance of probability, that the
B no word from her| vessel was lost, with all perzons
On board were three offi- on board, some time between
g crew of eight. She | September 27 and 29, 1958.
EBHed one passenger, Mr

That this casualty  occurred
during a tropical storm about
100-150 nautical miles south-
east of Hongkong.

the stability of the
vessel, or her d ture from
Hongkong, wa s and
that her construction was up to
slardard strength.

That the vessel was seaworthy
and was manned by competent |
cfticers and crew

That the ballast in the hold
and in the forecastle of the |
vess2l would not > likely to
shift except under ery severe |
torm cunditions.

That the Marine Department |
were justified in granting the
vessel port clearance. [

That, taking all existing cir- |
cumstances into consideration,
the owners started search
operations as promptly as they
could reasonably be expected to
do, and that the search, con- |
ducted under the direction of |
Capt. Bull, Director of Naviga-
tion, Commohwealth of Aus-
tralia, was thorough and suffi-
cient,

That, on the evidence ad-
duced, no blame or responsibility
for the vessel's loss can attach
to any person concerned in her
construction, manning and |
operation, or to the authorities |
in Hongkong responsible for her
elearance, |

|~ The Marine Court of Inquiry
| which sat in the Supreme Court
on February 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6,
| comprised' Mr Justice J. R.
| Gregg (President); Capi- o= |
| Perks, RN; ICapt. James  Wood,
[‘Exira Master; Capty CJ) 'W.
{-Ostenfelt, Extra Master; and Mr |
Oda, | Eriky /Fingalsen, Naval |
Arxchitect. !
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