O
Tlopd's Register of Shipping,

71, Fenchurech Sereet, E.C. 3.

4th November, 1932,

! Dear Sirs,

I begtto acknowledge the receipt of yow
letter of the 29th ultime relative to the report which was
g recently received from the Socilety's Surveyors at Melbourne

of the exsmination made im drydock of your motozship
"ASTORIA", and to say that your remarks regarding their
recommendation, that the double bottom tanks of this vessel
chould be again examined internally on the vessel's arrival

at a home port or before the end of August 1935, on sccoung

of the pitting found in the No.2 tank, have becn carefully
noted.

In view of your request that this examination
might be postponed until the Special Survey No.2 became due,
the cuse has ag: in received the comsideration of the Committee
at their lieeting today, and I have the pleasure to say that
after curefully looking into the matter they have seen their
way to mcet your wishes in the matter, a?}i have cond’%nued
the vessel's eliass on this undewstending. <~ /&

As regards your re-sugst t9 be furnished with
on gxpression Of the Comiittes's pmiol' yd eglsJ[er
of the pitting, it may be of interest to E’Quﬂ tLQO
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for some consideradle pime pust, special note nas been
wakeon here of sl onses Of C0x¥ sion uhich have aone
pafore the Gowead ticey poth in the oose of wes €l8 earrying
oll 4n bulk, omd in the 0ade of veosels wpich earry fuel
gil or diecel oil i deep panug oF double bvotiom LaniEs »

Laquiries heve slso beon HGATER .sed to the
agoiety's Brafsf at home umd abroad, whth & view 4o obtaining -
gnforymet:on fn pegsrd Lo tue corrosion whioh they Way have
oheerved Ar double bollen tonks or dasp sopks ourryingd il
rusl, ond 1 w&Y gay that x. ¢ geavercl €1 . gab of thelr replies
{s to est vliish the fuot bat oild fuel gexyied wntﬂm\ﬂly
in & tenk G06¥ not lead O coX o8 ion. ¢re other nand ,
when oll fuel hea been curried alters toly with water in
thepe bamiks, some GOTPOTAVE agl.ony yarying in sxtent with
the airowns bunasd of ouck G488, pag taken ploce, and this
agtion, 1t would appes¥, is more prommed 4 tanks Hod. 1
and 2 then elsewhere in the vensel.

it has grequently haen ancrented thet the cause
of such pitting and corrosion {s the presence of sulphur in
the oil, but investigation geems to show grot sulpbur,
although gertadnly atimuloting mmu i1 present, is
not escentidd for tne chemic:l peschion @.{29.3@.
corrosion, and it is Jknova ‘tm in meny s orude oil
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containing & large percentage of sulphur has been
carried without sensible damage.

Recent investigation seems to point gy hud et that

the corrosion produced in 2 tank carrying alternately

fuel oil and salt water, is prineipally due to the presence
of salt water, or some gpecies of aeid liguid, susvended
in the oil or settling from t\;he 0il, which ultimately
collects in bubbles on the bottom of the tenk, and that at
these points pitting takes pl‘ace.

I may perbaps ada’l, for your information, that
it nas been suggested that in tanks vhivh carry alternately
0il and water, a suitable method of preventing pitting would
be to introduce ax@ alkeline solution oi caustic soda
into the double bottom tanks, and this measure has been
adopted by the Owners of some vegsels which are classed
with this Socilely.

I em, Dear 3irs,

Yoursfaithfully,
Cecretary.

Messrs. Dempskibsselkabet Orient,
Ved Stranded 14
OOP.EJ!HA@ .
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