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1955, At the time he came on watch the Captain, Chief
cer and Second Yfficer were on the bridge, F¥Five minutes
r the 3econd Oificer went away from the bridge,and both the
ain and the Chief (Officer were on the bridge up to the time
vessel grounded, The Chief Officer gave him helm order just
fore the vessel went aground to alter the course from 98 degrees
120 degrees, The course she was steered at was 120 degrees
re she was grounded,

Mg Hla Myint, was Lookout on the s,s, "Pyidawtha" on
oth iay 1955, from L A.M, According %o him the surface of
@r is asusual and he did not see any rock just before the
gel went aground,

In addition to the questions for the consideration of
gourv filed at pages 5 and 6, in the light of the statements
¢ by the witnesses already relaled above, some wore quesiions
» asked and the answers made to thew by Capt, s¢ating are
med up as follows :

Ihe ship would have been abeam of leliance Shoal Buoy
0500 hours, He also described his normal method of approach,
at on a flood tide, was to steer for Reliance 5hoal Buoy ahead
ﬁwproximately 110 degrees, until Ledaung Kyun is about 3 points
the port bow, and then enter harbour passing heliance Shoal
oy w starboard half a mile distance, That after he had
ltered course at OLLU hours to 1 15 degrees true, (he Helliance
‘Bhoal Buoy was on the Port bow, In his opinion the cause of the

grounding was an unexpected strength and unusual directvion of the

| ‘tide, the reduction in engine revolutions without the bridge
4 fhaving been informed, lack of certain navigational aidsnamely,
three buoys which are charted but not in existence, Had the

Jhuoy walch is charted ou the scuth west corner of North Shoal

ucy been in position it is almost certain that it would have

en observed in tvime topake the avoiding action, The existing
igational alds are inadequate when waking this harbvour during

hours of darkness and during the monsoon, And to the
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quesiion, was the vessel lost or M“, Capt, heating
answered that the vessel was declared abandened on the 8th Hay
at noon, Un crogs-examination by his Couneel ir, Soorma,

Capt, Leating mentioned about the absence of a buoy at North
Shoal and he cunsidered the absence of a buoy to be an
unnecessary hasard, He also maintained thal the absence of
buoys at Giles Bank and Bowbay Shoal constituted an unnecessary
hasard, e complained also of the non-existence of an additional
buoy charved north of picey 3hoal, The light on Reliance Shoal
Buoy was ree-lit in early April 1955 on the report made by him,
That on reflection since occurrence, he also considered that the
engine revolutions had been reduced without the bridge being
informed and that he had an exceptionally strong set and drift
of the tide, He also mentionsd that there are four uanlit buoys
on the Chart No,831, namely, North Shoal, Bombay Shoal, Giles
Bank and Dicey Shoal, But to the question whether he had during
his time in command of &, 5,"Pyidawtha™ had those buoys as aids to
navigation, he answered in ihe negative,

In view of these fresh statements of Capt, Keating
some more questions were framed and put to him as well as the
Chief Ufficer and Mr,w.W, Mortimer with the consent of the Court
by the issessors, To be able to appreciate them fuliy they are
recorded verbatim as guestioned to and answered by them,
fo Capt, Keabing :

S. If cie absence of the m auh: entering the harovour
angerous, in your opinion it not have been safer Lo have
waited for daylight?

g;m gg.am :?ﬁ 1; w:;iﬂﬂl:n gnm _n:u‘ o nig. for ¢:gugm.
wil be SRREiltas T dqmm@m:::ﬁﬁgg':;: ——

Q. On arriving at about latitude 1928 Horth and Longitude 9326

proilio s Mes T e Bevnmenteg | L el
A, The island of Pyu Kyun was clearly visible,

Q. In accepting the sounding, of depths obtained at OLLO in

preference to the Chief Ufficer's bean 8, was allowance made
for the floud before comparing it with charted depth?

A, No,
© 202
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| G  On raising Paungnetkyl Island light why was it not brought
. to bear 099° and kept on that bearing as recommended by beth

| Sailing Directions and Chart No,8317

j' A 1 have always approached on a be , of 100°, I have no
©  reason %o offer why 1 did not steer U39,

5 Q. whils Mﬂ:ﬁ at 115° did you nosice the Heliance Buoy
©  Light drawing ahead?

B A Tes

Q. Did you take any action when you aaw Keliance Buoy Light
3 drawing anead?

‘ '.: Ao No Sir, 1 did mot alter the course because Paungne tkyi
@ light was maintained on a bearing of 102° and the echo sounder
 was still showing not less than 11 {fathoms,

| 4. Having had a position at 0430 hours and another at Okt hours
why was not one taken at OS50V hours?

A, Betwsen OLLO hours and 0500 hours the bearing of Paungnetkyl
light was frequently checxed and also the gepth recorded by the
scho sounder, these two in conjunction wers tec my mind wmore
satisfactory than a position obtaimed by a light and a buoy,

Q. Did you ever notice Keliance Shoal Buoy on the Svarboard bow?

A, Helliance 3hoal Buoy commenced drawing shead about Ukk> and
shortly before grounding was fine on the starboard bow,

% Q. buring your previous entries inte this harbour, hawe you
] noticed signs of shoal water around Korth Shoal?

. A, The extent of Horth Shoal can never bs decermined from a
. ship's bridge, During fine weather it does not break, when itv is

" blowing, broken water, tide rips, and whirlpools extend ¢lear
© across the strait,

We Leferring to your statement at the beginning of re-examination
on page 8, regarding reduction of engine speed without informing
the bridge, has this happened before?

A. Ho,

§. In your opinion was the engine departaent run efficiently?

A, No 8ir,

4. Do you know who wrote up the Chief Gngineer's Log Book and
from where did he get the informavion %o wake these entries?

A. Neo Biry,
Do you know who was in charge of the engine room between

B Q.
. O4LO hours on 6.5,55 and the time of stranding?

A. The second engiceer was in charge of the englae room,

! who personally gave halfl an hour's notice to sju engine room?
The Chief Ufficer, |

By what means were the Charted ;clsshm from 0230 hours till

|
& rising of Paungnetkyi Lighu obtained

'ff A. By dead reckoning, © 20 2'0
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:BQ.  wes the iapact fol whan the vessel gromnded?
o0 ) ,“ The vessel first grounded O{Mtly on a mud or sandbank
& ¢ fmmediately afterwards strue another sandbank and uhe rock,
o1 Having mﬂg.ud on dead reckoning position from 0230 hows
T gili raising of Paungnetky uﬁ;g do you consider the course of

100 degrees true froa U32U hours to have been a wise one as it
' d the passing of a rock which dries at 2 feet in a position

3 »_wzz North, 9318,5 Last at a Distance of 1,25 ailes?

L 7 Yes, 9ir, Because therc was the full woon, This rock breaks
- L heavily and would have been observed in time and the set of the

_ uide was to the northward.

oh | Q. who was in charge of navigation from 0400 hours on the 6th
i; . May 19552

ﬁ;. I was in charge of the navigation,

s |

s e

; was the vessel being navigated on the standard or steering

mpass? 15 by vhe stanuard compass, who s veadied che vessel's
head on 115°7 what is the M{ﬂrmeo between the standard and
: | the steering compasses ou 1157 what is the error on 115°7

i M The vessel was being mugat.zd on the standard compass, 1
@ sucadied the vessel's head on 115 on the standard compass,

+ % believe the di fference between Lhe Lwo COmpasses was 2 degrees

e 8 plus, The error allowed was 1 degree Last,

-» _Q. where does the officer of the watch obtain the information
he enters in the Deck Log Book produced in Court?

4 @ A, The officer of the wateh on completion of his watch enters

iz @ up detalls concerning alteration of coures points of land

.- & passed and other observations relative Go his spell of duty, It

jor 8 1s the usual custom o mark on the chart the time and log reading
® of passing various objects and land marks, Crhe officer at the

». & end of his watch refers to the chart for the information necessary

i{‘;{ % o enter into uhe rough log book,

', was the assumed recuction of speed from 10 knots ©oO 6 or 7

nots nobiced by you oo the bridge?

LA, I noticed no reduction in the vessel's speed,

; -" Q. Who received half hour's notice given to the engine room?
1 E A Ths second engineer LOOK the message over the velephoune,
ril

Q. Did you check the nmom compass after steadying the ship
.4 & on 1159 by s vandard compass?

i‘ A. No, The Haster was in the wheel house and he checked the
. | sLeering compass, This fact 1 confimedwhen I descended from the
1 Monkey lsland to Lhe wheel house,
; Q. What was the course by steering compass?
The course by seering coupass was 117 degrees,
why was no bearing charted at 0500 hours?

lifi " 1 received no instructions to .ake bearings at this sin.
» pid you ever notice leliance 5 on %
tarboard bow? ‘ 2 20
94‘000
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1 mmmmwmm“mnw
‘ “tarboard Bow.
;l‘.: Q obssrve Relisnce “hoal Buoy I on the
% ﬁmm{tnw time after the course was mlt-
1 S N mwmummammuu:‘mm
mewmwuuumm-m,
11 =" mynummaezmmmmgnwmmm
A any bearings?
od @ A mxaum‘«mmxmmw
5 3 forwmnt&“tn.mmxmmum

vridge it .mmwmt instructions.

m«t:xaumnwmmmaqtmm
tuttmwlmmtﬁ#mww

mmmxuuumuwtmumm
smtmm-uummammmuwnm

mwmm«ummmu
- rpungnetkyi um In addition to this I was "'1;?""' instru-
rs ctions to the serang for the preparation of ship for

‘o’ §  working carge immedistely on qmﬂn.t :u- m.uu nrw

of tho

Qe Did you feel tummmmmus

Ao Yes. Imﬂmdnmlm“unwnmka

mud or bank.

"B hat were you doing in the wheel house ot the time of
% A, Conning the vessel,

°  Io Nr, Moybimer,
¥ Q. mmmxmaxmmmmwﬁ"ﬂ‘“‘

o | b & T xtmmmmmmun ® PY IDAWTHA"
- wzuﬁm«ahwmumm NEE PYA.

m‘bliii"
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. Whstsoever has been hazy and not clear so far are now

e questions and answers to them, and so the Assessors

: er a short conference amongst themselves could give Sheir
% opinion in writing signed by all three of them and filed at

of the proceedings, under section 254 (2) of the Burme
fiere, mention m:et be made of the appreciation of the
sistance rendered by the Assessors, who gave their services
 unstintingly during the short aveilsble time of their stay in
| the port. In faet, after thres days comtimious sittings, the
| Asscssors immediately held @ short conference emongst theme
 selves to give their opinioms in writing as ome of them had to
depart o day after, having barvely cufficient time to attend
| to hie matters, 5o insistence ecould not be made to the Assessors

¥ %o sive their reasons for their opinions as desired in the
| ‘ instructions ‘for the formal inveshigations in writing.
“ The umanimously considered opinions of the Assessors
m as followsste
The etranding was cuused by
Q’ The laeter placed too much reliance upon Dead
| Reckoning positions. |
’ (2) The bearing of Psungnetkyi Li.sm was not maintained
on 099 degrees as recommended on Chart No.831 and in Bay of
B Bengal Paact, 8tn Bastion, 1953,
" (3) Too much relisnce was placed upon soundings obtained
5' 5 by echo sounder and mo mllowance being made for rise of tide,
(4) Pailure to chart o position after 0440 hours on 6th
May 1955, '
(5) Wnen course was aliered at 0440 hours to 115 degrees
' insufficient allowsacs wes made for the curremt as shows by the
' tmo bearings namely thet at 0430 hours and 0440 hours,
(6) Because the course was not sltered when Reliance

| .memohuﬂduu \
wmsmmumw . show ng M
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- be setting northwards.

Wcmmumwmlﬂﬁiﬂﬂmm

'ua axtmnmmmﬂmmﬂwm“
assuned by Captain Kesting, shis would have caused & grester set
 on the vessel to the morthward than he allowed for, However, this
 60uld have been assertained by orose besrings.

wnnmummnmm.mm-mw

,fln navigation both on the part of the Vaster and the Chief Officers

From the trend of evidence elicited during the investigation

1 am also of npniatmmmummmammum
'epmmmnmwmmmxmuumm
1 ﬂth them in their opinions,

fe, the Aspessors and myself, are also of the opinion that

m wrongful act, default, or negligenmce can ve attributed to any
| other persom, ae ell concerned agted under the airect orders of

tne vaster and no lives were lost.

Takimthtmunm,ImWMWW

atquoatMmWhmmtmmmm“hm

a.nd I would recommend his Haster's Certificate e suspended for
i a perdod of nmmmnudtmmmmma. the vessel
uas declared abandoned, I also comsider that Chief Officer

’ lkr. Alexander Cant was aleo negligent in navigeting the vessel
' ae he 14 and 1 would recommend that Chief Officer Nr. Alexander

Cant be censured.
Gds

f District lagistrate,
 Dated the 14%h June 1955«

| We concur,

(Capts He mm.)g

(Capte¥leAlexander)s
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