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5 No. 07192 f/él R.B. Wreck Book, p.. 180/ 61 Date of writing this report
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/

Built at Riofmond When 1942 6 Casualty notice sent to Owner
Sualt at AL GLILROL Gt oy :

QOuwners The Clan Line Steamers Ltd. WRECK
Managers Cayger, Irvine & Co., Ltd. SEGT[ON

: 2. St. Mary Axe, London, E«C.3. NO((Q[ ....
Address s |

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

< CLAN KEITH.—Land’s Eyd Radio, Nov. | |

¢ 2 &#’ﬂéllowmg received from American |
Classification details er Jean, KUTL, at 8 1 am., |
;?G T.. Ft;l{l&wx?g heard at 71)1(2l &xg.é;
% i (urgency signal) de 1

. LMC 2,59 (um'ead), have picked up five sur ors

F ra— 1 ; e idpon fom Ctcamer G el

> iddlesbrou; or ‘a, ort

with freeboard BS M1,61 Aden, )Bofbg bl 'rrmci;:mu oo
i . Colom 0), whic ew up af 6 30 p.m.
DTa=-vegetab le o0il Sp 2, 60 Nov. 3, in estimated position off Ecueil
: des Sorelles. Total crew of (lan Keith

1. 61 68. Am searching for more survivors

(remainder unread).

ss 2,59 ts 1’61 CL Following received from Marseilles

] Radio at 8 36 a.m., G.M.T.: At 7 45
am., G.M.T. we mtercepted followin
)&‘(\i addressed Malta Radio, VP
from GCMU (motor vessel Durham
Trader): Have picked up five surwvdr:‘
from Clan Keith, estimated position om

: o ~ i+ Ecueil des Sorelles, near Cap Bon,
e of Casualty 5th November, 1961. ! Tunisia, ‘

——————Portishead Radio, Nov,
—TFollowing received from Malta 5
ails of Casualty { Following broadcast g@“svxf‘dw,
= Radio): Following recelved from
vesse] Durham Trader: Have p
five survivors from  lifeboat
i steamer Clan Keith. Am seare
more survivors. Our present
| 11 miles south of Galita Lighthouse.
Following received from mo ",r tfn
Nunnalahti, OFXS: Wreck
Keith sunk. Af 12 5 a.n., G,If'f n
position lat. 37 15 N., lons. 9358, We
are still searching but. as yet nothing
seen. Have seen in an me&y lrﬁeﬂboab

of Clan Keith but no survive

Following received from M ) Radio:
Following _received from annalahii
1 via Tunis Radio: Wr&gck ',(I')fb Jan Kei |
1 N . W 1aics X sunk. At 7 5 a.m., 4 y
Blew up and sank off N.W. Tunisla In fink: 4G T £l

searching, as yet no

1 another emply lifeboat
very heavy weather.

4 2D
drifting, no sign of other bonts. (al

rz68t no reference We saw in two leebdfﬁ and both w&a
: empty. Now, at 9 sum., G.M.T., found

a capsized lifeboat leﬂ two Bm‘vivm

% o a be use and we are picking them up.
be made to actual cause of loss becal bt &7 e

Royal Air I}“orceh <

; SRk = - hei Royal Navy shi ave been

Ministry of Transport have not completed thelr the sescue. tollowing saliihe ﬂﬁ

1 steamer Clan Keith had blown up

were heavy 1seds aﬁ.\d €ort|:§h§

naui during a gale in the een
enqulry . ranean 1asb night and‘wpm‘tﬁ r"achd

Malta say that the Clim Heith blew up

and sank during a & yestm-dayv

British United Press.

London, Nov.»;ﬁ.——s};ups
of the Mediterranean Fleet are converg-
ing at full speed on an area south of
Galita Island, where steamer Clan Keith
sank, an &dnmra.lty spokesman  said.
H.M. cruiser Blake has faken over com-
mand of the search fog survivors.

e Lonidltin, Nov. 6. =
A spokesman for Brilish India Steam

The Owners concur bub

Navigation Company, Ltd., at their head
office in London said that steamer Cl

Keith  was carrying normal ge L
cargo. A Clan Lme «Stéamer.s, M
spokesman in London, said the )
( were mostly Indians, thh RBril
officers. 5
j——————__ London, V‘ov, .—Steal
Clan  Keith: Motor vessel Durh
Trader reported this affernoon that
fas landing survivors at Sfax,. hav
discontinued the sparch owing to darl
! ness,
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L-!\n K'E.ITH.VTunis, Nov. 6.—Steamer
(Clan Keith blew up south of Galita at
6 30 p.m.,_(}‘.M.T., Nov. 5, "*8ix” sur-
vivers = picked up by “HDPSD
KBORADER ” (? motor vessel Durham
Trader)., (See later repor( in issue of
Nov. 1.)

————————— London, Nov. 6. —
Steamer Clan Keith was employed on
the P. & O. and B.IL. joint service and
was outward bound from Middlesbrough
for Malta, Port Said, Aden, Bombay,

| Trmmmajli_ and Colombo. A spokesman

| for the British India Steam Navigation

[ Company, Ltd., said that the vessel was

| carrying normal general cargo.

= ~—— London, Nov. 6. —

| The owners of steamer Clan Keith

| report that the crew comprised 14

| British officers, three South African

| officers and 54 Pakistani ratings (nol
| Indians as before reported).—Reuter.

b e Tanis, iNew. 6.—The
French naval base at Bizerta has sent
“planes and ships to search for survivors
from steamer Clan Keith. Vessels also
reported as searching include motor
tankers Blue Ranger and Toscana. —
Reuter,

S Portishead Radio,
Nov. 6. — Following received from
Malta Radio at 7 p.m., G.M.T.: Follow-
ing is latest news from Tunis Radio re
survivors {rom steamer Clan Keith: The
search is in progress. There are five sur-
vivors and three dead on board motor
vessel Durham Trader. On board motor
tanker Nunnalahti there are one sur-
vivor and one dead. This was the latest
news as received by Tunis Radio at
5 8 p.m., GMT.

e — __— Land’s End Radio,
Nov, 6. ollowing received from Niton
Radio at 9 24 p.m., G.M.T.: Steamer
(lan Keith: Distress traffic ended with
caution from Tunis Radio.

e i et S Renidon;E N oy iiiss
Steamer Clan XKeith: An Admiralty
spokesman said that H.M. cruiser
BLAKE had reported sighting a large
area of wreckage two miles south of Cap
Serrat, but no sign of life. He said that
a force-seven (moderate gale) wind was
blowing and there were frequeént rain

| squalls.

| arres b U ae i e s Nipsel. e
Steamer Clan Keith: Tuuis Radio
officials said an empty lifeboat and
debris of a 'plane, believed to have been
part of the cargo of the Clan Keith, had
been sighted by rescue vessels. Naval
headcquarters in Vallet{a. Malta, said
some of the naval vessels ordered fo

| search for survivors had been damaged

| by the storm, in which H.M. {rigates
Plymouth and Rhyl at one stage had to
heave to. H:M. destroyer DIANA had
whaler and lifeboat carried away and
.M. cruiser BLAKE bad inflatable life-
rafts washed overboard,

it S omplRMCUSEL I YT I W e
Steamer Clan Keith: An Admiralty
spokesman said that a message from the
search area reported that, apart from
H.M. cruiser BLAKE, ali other naval
ships were ordered back to Malta. H.M.S. }
BLAKE will continue searching until
noon {0-mMOTrrow, ordered away |
earlier.—BExchange Te aph (fompany.“

i e T Y ol oA i
The master of steamer Clan Keith is one
of five survivors on board motor vessel
Durham Trader. z |
et e U e Noys Tie-Tunis
Radio officials said that the dearch at sea
for more survivors from sieamep Clan
K eith has been called off, Finnish motor ’
tanker Nunnalahti, which is carrying a
survivor, is expected to dock at Bizerta

-day, shipping sources said.—Reuter.

BLAN KEITH.—Tunis, Noy. 6.—Steamer
% Olan Keith blew up south of Galita
at 6 30 p.m., G.MT, Nov. 5. “8Six”
survivors picked up by motor vessel
Durham Trader. (See issue of Nov. 8.)
Sfax, Nov. 7.—Captain
L. G. W. Pitts, master of British steamer
Clan Keith, said here to-night that a big
explosion broke his ship in two before
ghe sank off north-west Tunisia. Captain
Pitts was one of five survivors of the
Clan Keith who arrived here to-night in
the British motor vessel Durham Trader.
A sixth survivor is on board the Fin-
| nish motor tanker Nunnalahti, accord-
ing to radio reports.—Reuter.
L2270 7 Sax, Nov. 8.—Captain
Pitts, master of steamer Clan XKeith,
told a Press conference on board motor
vessel Durham Trader that he was in
his cabin on Sunday night (Nov. 5)
when there was a terrific explosion. e
said he thought it was an underwater
explosion, A force-nine gale was raging,
Captain Pitts said he was on the fore-

vl

el

part of the broken ship, which was
labouring violently. **The only thing to
do was to abandon ship,” he said. No
radio signal could be sent, because the
radio-room was wrecked. One lifeboat
and an inflatable rubber raft were
launched from the forepart of the ship.
(Captain Pitts said he left the ship soon
after the explosion. He was on the raft
at first, with four others but was thrown
off by the rough seas and swam for
abouf an hour before finding the life-
boat.. The master and three others spent
the night in the lifehoat in very high
seas. They sent up flares and the Dur-
ham Trader and a tanker arrived about
eleven hours after the explosion. —
Reuter.

dl g iy Qe Navs -8l es Tive of

the six survivors from steamer Clan
Keith were leaving here to-day by
special ’plane for Tunis - on their way
to Britain., The cecond engineer said
s lifeboat was launched from the Clan
Keith with 40 or 50 people on board.
He himself stayed on the alterpact of
the ship until it started sinking and
he was washed overboard. The master
of motor vessel Durham Trader said
they had picked up four bodies.—
Reuter.
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